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N ehem iah 8:1-10
All the people came together as one in the square before the Water 

Gate. They told Ezra the teacher of the Law to bring out the Book of 
the Law of M oses, which the Lord had commanded for Israel.Soon 
the first day of the seventh month Ezra the priest brought the Law 

before the assembly, which was made up of men and women and all 
who were able to understand. He read it aloud from daybreak till 

noon as he faced the square before the Water Gate in the presence of 
the men, women and others who could understand. And all the 

people listened attentively to the Book of the Law.

Ezra the teacher of the Law stood on a high wooden platform built for 
the occasion. Beside him on his right stood M attithiah, Shema, 

Anaiah, Uriah, H ilkiah and M aaseiah; and on his left were Pedaiah, 
M ishael,M alkijah, H ashum,H ashbaddanah, Zechariah and 

M eshullam. Ezra opened the book. All the people could see him 
because he was standing above them; and as he opened it, the people 
all stood up. Ezra praised the Lord, the great God; and all the people 
lifted their hands and responded, ?Amen! Amen!? Then they bowed 

down and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground.

The Levites? Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, 
Hodiah, M aaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, H anan and 

Pelaiah? instructed the people in the Law while the people were 
standing there. They read from the Book of the Law of God, making 
it clear and giving the meaning so that the people understood what 
was being read. Then N ehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and 

teacher of the Law, and the Levites who were instructing the people 
said to them all, ?This day is holy to the Lord your God. Do not 

mourn or weep.? For all the people had been weeping as they listened 
to the words of the Law.

N ehemiah said, ?Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, and 
send some to those who have nothing prepared. This day is holy to 
our Lord. Do not grieve, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.?
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Worship Service
I love the thrill that I feel when I get together with

God's wonderful people,

Love the thrill that I feel when I get together with

God's wonderful people;

What sight just to see all the happy faces 

praising God in heavenly places;

What a thrill that I feel when I get together

 with God's wonderful people.

Call to Worship

Our task this day is to cross the sea. 
Our task today is to say ?yes? to life and faith. 

Yes to life and living. 
 Yes to faithful witness and wonder. 

Let us cross the sea together. 
Let us worship God. 

Opening H ym n -  #651 Guide M e O Thou Great Redeemer

Opening Prayer

The Pharaoh decrees death to the foreigner.
The power of fear and hate and rage surround us.

In the face of darkness

Forgive us our complacency.

The burning bush flickers beside us.

The presence of God invites us.
In the presence of the holy

Forgive us our lack of notice.

The Red Sea waters stand at attention.

The threshold of grace is breath-taking.

In the company of grace

Forgive us our reticence to embrace.



Readings for                
Next  Week

Exodus 14:19-31, Psalm 114; or 
Exodus 15:1-11 OR Genesis 
50:15-21, Psalm 103:1-13; 
Romans 14:1-12; Matthew 

18:21-35

Video -  Red Letters

Scr ipture Lesson -  N ehemiah 8:1-10

Chr istm as Carol ?We Three K ings

Epiphany M essage 

Prayer
M ost wonderful God, 

foolish and flawed though we are, 
we too delight in your beloved Son. 

As in his name we gather in the house of many praises, 
may the heavens be opened for us, 

that we may catch a glimpse of that Light and Love 
that transforms our common days 
with a beauty not of our making. 
Through Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Amen!

M usic M om ent  ?Jesu, Joy of M en's Desiring

Com ing Events

Closing H ym n? I Saw the Light

Benedict ion &  Response

I  am  the L ight of the World 
You people com e and follow m e 

I f you follow and love, you'l l  learn the m ystery 
Of what you were m eant to do and be 

When the song of the angels is stilled 
When the star in the sky is gone 

When the kings and the shepherds have found their way home 
The work of Christmas is begun.

We thank you for your continued support of the financial needs of Knox. 
Weekly donations by envelopes, monthly automated donations or one-time online 

donations are always welcome. 

Sunday M orning Worship
The B-I-B-L-E,

Yes that's the book for me;
I stand alone on the Word of God,

The B-I-B-L-E.

Video Opening 

Welcom e

It?s time for the news.
Here are the headlines:

Good news for the poor.
Release for captives.

N ew sight for the blind.
Liberty for the oppressed.

The declaration of God?s accepting love.
And happy are they who receive it!

Opening H ym n ?Tell M e The Old, Old Story

Psalm  Reading ?Psalm 19

H ym n ? Here I Am to Worship

Prayers of the People

Lord's Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. 
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, 

On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts,  as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,

And the glory, forever. 
Amen.
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